AOS May 20th
"Please see below for your information extract of a speech I made in the dáil on Thursday 20th May re diversification of primary school provisions (copy of entire speech attached). 

Also below is a further response i received from the Minister for Education to a number of questions I had tabled.  It is a very disappointing response, I comment briefly on it in my speech.  Also, from her responses to date it seems that because demographic growth alone is being used to determine school accommodation needs, rather than parental choice as to the form of provision, the geographic area to which Portobello Educate Together Start-Up relates is not included in the government's list of priority areas. 

[...]

'In my area I have been lobbied by quite a number of constituents who want their children to be educated in multi-denominational schools, of which there are already a number which are quite successful.

The Portobello Educate Together start-up group is seeking recognition so that it can establish a multi-denominational school which is needed to serve an area with a large population, that is, Dublin 2, 6, 8 and 12. The start-up group involves 180 parents at this stage and has pre-enrolment forms completed for more than 100 children. It has also secured temporary premises.

I call on the Minister to act now to make this school available to the children in the constituency in time for September 2011 at the latest. This can be done by making provision for an additional school, which is the desired model, or by intervening to secure the prompt transfer of patronage from one of the existing Catholic schools. I understand the education secretary of the Dublin archdiocese indicated that transferring patronage of a school in the area to a multi-denominational patron is something it was quite open to considering. That needs to be progressed and the Minister’s intervention in this is necessary to accelerate this process. 

When it comes to the delivery of primary education parental choice must be recognised as a paramount consideration. I have been lobbied by the parents to which I referred and others who have had their children on several waiting lists for multi-denominational schools since birth, but in many cases there is no chance that they will manage to get the school of their choice because there are not enough Educate Together non-denominational schools in the area to meet the demand. 

Griffith Barracks National School is another Educate School which is quite successful and is bursting at the seams. The need was recognised by the Department because it said it could go the public private partnership route. The public private partnership collapsed and the school is still in old barracks which was unfit for soldiers but which is now being used for a school. The school did a great deal of work to try to ensure it is fit for use as a school. It also uses prefabricated buildings. That situation cannot continue. A new building, built by the State, is needed. It should not be procured through public private partnership but through investment because it is an investment in education.... 

I referred to my area. In replies to parliamentary questions which I put to the Minister she seems to avoid giving direct answers to direct questions regarding my constituency and that never bodes well. In her most recent response she stated that a technical group is considering “the issue of how best to measure or gauge the views of parents in relation to diversity of school provision in a locality”. The instance of Portobello Educate Together, for which 180 parents are formally seeking a multi-denominational school and the 200 or 300 children on a waiting list for Griffith Barracks Educate Together and Ranelagh Educate Together, respectively, speaks for itself. There are thousands of parents who have children on waiting lists for gaelscoileanna, which also speaks for itself. 

I invite the Minister to give a commitment that the Government will provide multi-denominational schools for all of these children and will expedite and give serious consideration to the transfer of patronage from existing Catholic schools if the Catholic Church, as it seems to have indicated to date, is willing to consider this. If such a transfer cannot happen then the State has to step in and build schools. The investment by the State in schools could be part of the reconstruction of our economy. It could create schools to meet the demand up and down the country and deal with the issues of patronage, prefabricated buildings, parental choice and language choice for children at the same time.'

Uimhir:541, 542 and 543

Ceist Pharlaiminte

Chun an Aire Oideachais agus Eolaíoctha

To the Minister for Education and Science

To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Skills further to  Parliamentary Question No. 390 of 11 May 2010, if Dublin South Central and  Dublin South East are amongst the more than 40 locations identified as being in  greatest demographical need of additional primary provision; the outcome of  their consideration as part of the detailed study referred to; and if a new multi denomination school for the area will be delivered for 2011.

- Aengus Ó Snodaigh.

To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamentary Question No. 390 of 11 May 2010, if she will direct the forward planning section of her Department to consider not only demographic change but also parental preferences regarding the type of schooling required, such as multi denominational and gaelscoileanna.

-Aengus Ó Snodaigh.

To ask the Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Skills further to Parliamentary Question No. 390 of 11 May 2010, if she will name the more than 40 identified locations to which she referred.

-Aengus Ó Snodaigh.

* For WRITTEN answer on Tuesday, 18th May, 2010.

Reference Number: 20446/10, 20447/10, 20448/10

Freagra

Tánaiste Mary Coughlan

I propose to take questions 541, 542 and 543 together.

The Forward Planning Section of my Department has carried out a study of the 

country to identify the areas where, due to demographic changes, there may be a 

requirement for significant additional school provision at both primary and 

post-primary levels over the coming years. This study has been conducted using 

data from the Central Statistics Office, the General Register Office and the 

Department of Social & Family Affairs with reference to recent schools' 

enrolment data. The study indicates that the requirement for additional primary 

provision in years 2010, 2011 and 2012 is likely to be greatest in more than 40 

identified locations across the country based on significant changes to the 

demographics of those areas. 

Forward Planning Section is in the process of carrying out detailed analysis 

and reports for each of these locations in order to identify the school 

accommodation requirements for each area up to and including the school year 

2014/2015. School accommodation requirements within the area referred have been 

considered as part of this detailed study of the identified areas. The 

progression of all large scale building projects arising from Forward Planning 

Section's analysis of accommodation needs will be considered in the context of 

my Department's multi-annual School Building and Modernisation Programme. 

As the Deputy will be aware, a review of the procedures for the establishment 

of new primary schools is currently being undertaken by the Commission on 

School Accommodation. A Technical Working Group, under the direction of the 

Chairman of the Commission, was established for this purpose. This group has 

almost completed its work and it is expected that it will make recommendations 

to me shortly. Among the many issues being considered by the Technical Working 

Group is the issue of how best to measure or gauge the views of parents in 

relation to diversity of school provision in a locality. 

I attach for the Deputy a list of the initial areas identified for detailed 

analysis.'"

 - from an email of May 31st

